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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen!
I am very honored, on behalf of Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, to participate in the meeting to celebrate International Biodiversity Day and deliver an opening speech for the Symposium on Biodiversity and Climate change: Links with Poverty and Sustainable development.

As you may know, biodiversity is essential to life on the Earth, and it is a crucial element for prosperity and sustainable development of human society. Biodiversity conservation is a crosscutting principle for conservation and utilization of our invaluable natural resources. Therefore, the United Nations and member nations of the Convention on Biodiversity agreed to choose the 22nd May as an International Biodiversity Day and organize series of activities for celebration of this Day every year in order to enhance awareness of people and alert about problems with this regard. This is an opportunity for us to view biodiversity in a fairer and more comprehensive manner.   

Dear distinguished guests and participants!
The year of 2007, with an official theme of “Biodiversity and Climate change”, affirms the importance of biodiversity and impacts of biodiversity loss and climate change on the life on our Planet. 

This theme is also related to a decision of the United Nations to select the year of 2007 as a Year of Polar and the International Environmental Day of this year, which is highlighted with a theme of ”Melting ice – a hot issue”. 

We have clearly known that since the 19th century, the Earth’s temperature has been increasing about 0.6oC, affecting the whole world and it is forecasted that by 2100 the Earth’s temperature will continue to increase approximately 1.4oC – 5.8oC. If the temperature of the Earth increased 2.5oC, very severe consequences would happen and that means approximately 3 billions of people would suffer from lack of water; 50 millions of people would suffer from hunger and about one millions of wildlife would not be able to adapt to climate change and might go to extinct. 

Dear distinguished guests and participants!
Vietnam is a member country of the Convention on Biodiversity and also a member country of the Framework Convention on Climate Change. Therefore, organization of activities for celebration of the International Biodiversity Day has become an annual task of many in-line Ministries, agencies, localities, socio-political organizations, and communities.

This year with a message of "Biodiversity and Climate change", activities for celebration of this event in Vietnam will focus on encouraging local communities to get involved in learning and dialoguing the importance of biodiversity and interrelationship between biodiversity and climate change. The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment has issued a guideline to give in-line Ministries, agencies, mass organizations, and local people some suggestions on how to celebrate the International Biodiversity Day, particularly paying attention to propaganda and dissemination of information and knowledge on the subject of biodiversity and climate change to local communities. Activities to celebrate the International Biodiversity Day will be happening in various forms such as meetings, workshops, dialogues, exhibitions, competitions of drawing pictures, writing articles, or photographing related to the subject of biodiversity. These activities will be followed by a series of activities to celebrate the International Environmental Day on the 5th June.

Dear distinguished guests and participants!
On the occasion of the International Biodiversity Day in this year, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Vietnam, in collaboration with Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development of Germany and other international donors, organizes a Symposium on “Biodiversity and Climate change: Links with Poverty and Sustainable development” in order to share experience and research results on climate change and interrelationship between climate change and biodiversity; introduce national and regional adaptation measures and strategies; as well as discuss priority actions and make recommendations related to biodiversity, climate change, poverty reduction and sustainable development available for policy makers.

On behalf of Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, I would like to urge in-line Ministries, mass organizations, people, national and international NGOs to take necessary, concrete actions, contributing to conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity as well as sustaining adaptation of biodiversity to climate change at national, regional, and global levels. At the same time, I would like to announce opening of the Symposium on “Biodiversity and Climate change: Links with Poverty and Sustainable development”.

Wish you good health and our successful Symposium.
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