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Abstract of presentation
The evidence available shows that, despite some improvements, both biodiversity conservation and climate change are still not well represented in national development  and poverty reduction strategies such as PRSPs UNDAFs.  Where they are considered, the focus is on MDG 7, on environmental sustainability, rather than on the ‘mainstreaming’ of these issues into all of the MDGs.  At the international level, biodiversity and climate change have until recently been segmented off into processes connected to the GEF and international conventions such as CBD and UNFCCC and are not incorporated into mainstream development and poverty reduction processes.  There has been some change regarding climate change, but high profile international rhetoric has not yet been translated into effective national level actions.

Turning this situation around is the responsibility of the environmental community.  We need to move on from detailing the problem to identifying the solutions, and doing so in positive terms.  We need to show how and where achieving environmental goals contributes to, and can even be a catalyst for, reducing poverty and sustaining growth, and we need to do so in terms familiar to the development community.  Some steps in the mainstreaming process are to: (i) analyse the contribution of BD conservation and CC adaptation to all of the MDGs and to different aspects of poverty reduction; (ii) provide evidence of the immediate and long-term economic values of environmental actions; (iii) link the livelihoods of poor communities to local and global environmental assets; (iv) refine the analysis to key growth and development sectors such as agriculture, industry and tourism; and (v) demonstrate how to move from “growth at any cost” to a balance between growth, sustainability and equity within a national development framework.
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