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Opening Statement - Ms. Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul
The German Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, on the Occasion of International Biodiversity Day 2007 Biodiversity and Climate Change  

(Hanoi and Tam Dao National Park, Vietnam) 
___________________________________________________________________
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This year, the celebration of International Biodiversity Day takes place for the seventh time as a joint action of the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) GmbH and GEO Magazine. For the first time, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) also participates as a partner.   
This year, in addition to biodiversity, the Biodiversity Day takes up another important topic: climate change and its consequences. Although climate change is mainly caused by people in the industrialized countries, it most affects those who are least responsible for it, i.e. people in the developing countries whose life depends to a large extent on the utilization of natural resources. Millions of people are concerned, including those in the densely populated river plains and coastal regions of Asia, but also in other areas where the change in climatic conditions is resulting in extreme weather conditions.  

The United Nations has chosen Vietnam to be one of ten countries where adaptation to global warming is to be piloted. Vietnam has more than 3,000 km of coastline, as well as the estuaries of the Red River in the North and the Mekong River in the South, and so is particularly affected. Rising temperatures, salt intrusion into inland rivers and the rising sea level cause water shortages on the one hand and floods and storms on the other hand, affecting half the country’s population as well as resulting in the loss of biodiversity. Animals and plants form the basis of many poor people’s livelihoods, as they generate their income from the use of forests, from fisheries or from tourism. As in many other parts of the world, biodiversity is the life insurance for many Vietnamese people. 

Recently, the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) has initiated the action programme “Climate and Development”. One element of the action programme concerns measures for the adaptation to climate change. However, for the BMZ and its partner organizations the conservation of biodiversity has been a key to the development of sustainable livelihoods for poor people for a long time: biodiversity helps to reduce poverty and therefore contributes to achievement of the millennium development goals (MDGs). Since 1985, over 450 biodiversity conservation projects have been supported by the BMZ. Currently, the BMZ supports about 150 projects and programmes on this theme. From 2000 to 2005 an average of about Euro 40 million were invested annually for this purpose within the framework of bilateral cooperation. The occasion of the Biodiversity Day on May 22nd represents an investment of only one day in the organization of events, but its effect can be significant. Today, politicians, donor organisations and simple farmers can all have their say. All of them will experience, feel, discuss, and get to grips – in the very sense of the word – with the extraordinary variety of biodiversity. 

Decision-makers from the political, economic, and scientific arena and the major donor organizations will sit around a table in Hanoi to consider global climate change and its impact on biodiversity from the local perspective. However, in Tam Dao National Park, not far from the capital, we are forewarned of the significance of the apparently abstract warming of the earth for the fauna and flora right on our doorstep. In the National Park, the experience of the senses combines with the cultural appreciation of historical sites. Similarly to how Vietnamese Buddhism has spread outwards from here, where the Tay Thien pagoda still attracts thousands of pilgrims, over the whole country, so the knowledge of the relationships between biodiversity, climate change and sustainable development could spread. As the message spreads, people will be made more aware of precious resources now under a worldwide threat, regardless of geographical, political, economic or cultural borders: the world as we know it, and its future, are at risk if we are not able to stop the worst consequences of climate change and the loss of biodiversity. 

I think that Biodiversity Day is a great initiative to make the idea of biodiversity more tangible, to stir our curiosity and to encourage us to act! We should become actively involved together with the GEO magazine, the CBD, and the BMZ. Children and adults, colleagues from all sectors are involved in Biodiversity Day. Together, let’s discover the diversity surrounding us, admire and protect it, and carry this message from the Tam Dao National Park and Hanoi into the world. 

I would like to wish success to all the events conducted during Biodiversity Day and I would like to invite you all to get involved in fruitful discussions and to marvel at the diversity of nature – both in Vietnam and in Germany. Help to shape the future: starting today, but continuing beyond today. Let’s not compromise our limited natural resources because of a lack of financial resources now! Time, money and dedication invested today are an investment for our lives tomorrow. 

Yours faithfully,
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