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Abstract of Presentation

The German Federal Government is committed to achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and has adopted the "Programme of Action 2015" as Germany's contribution to their implementation. These goals, agreed in 2000 by the international community of states, form together with the guiding vision of sustainable development the reference framework for development cooperation activities. The specific German contribution is set out in the Programme of Action 2015 which was adopted by German parliament in 2001. The overarching objective of the MDGs is to halve poverty worldwide by 2015. However, the attainment of many of these eight goals – such as eradicating hunger, combating diseases, securing maternal health or achieving universal primary education – is directly or indirectly jeopardized by changing environmental conditions. 

The German  Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) considers the conventions adopted at the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development as key instruments for achieving in sustaining development. Hence BMZ supports the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and also the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) – besides other efforts in broader German development co-operation  –  with specialized programmes executed by the German Technical Assistance (GTZ) since 1993.  Especially the BIODIV and the Climate Protection Programme (CaPP) have collected considerable experiences in focal areas of implementing these international agreements trough focussed pilot measures in developing countries. Lessons learnt and best practices of various mitigation, clean development  and adaptation activities (CaPP) on the one hand and of projects dealing with sustainable use of biodiversity, access and benefit sharing of genetic resources, traditional knowledge or biological safety (BIODIV) on the other hand are being processed and fed the political arena: to give guidance to German policy, to be mainstreamed into the environmental and socio-economic planning of the partner countries and to serve as tangible ground experience for negotiations at the UN – level.

In order to more effectively support the partner countries,  be it at the national or the local level, project are increasingly shaped to cover aspects of more than one convention, e.g. in tropical forest conservation, costal protection or watershed management - to contribute to achieving the MDGs. 
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