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Excellencies Prof. Manfred Niekisch, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the IUCN- The World Conservation Union, Vietnam Country Office, I warmly welcome all the distinguished delegates  and guests to Hanoi to attend this important event that IUCN had the pleasure to co-organize with MONRE and GTZ.

Also, I warmly welcome Prof. Manfred Niekisch who has accepted to be the Ambassador for the Countdown 2010 Initiative in Viet Nam.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Countdown 2010 is a network of active partners working together towards the 2010 biodiversity target. Nearly all countries of the world came together for the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002 and promised to ‘achieve by 2010 a significant reduction in the current rate of loss of biological diversity’. Since 2002, Countdown 2010 has become a global initiative and each partner all over the world commits additional efforts to tackle the causes of biodiversity loss. 

IUCN VN is creating a Countdown 2010 Hub in Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia; this afternoon, after Prof. Niekisch’s presentation, we will have a ceremony for the signing of the Countdown 2010 declaration. Such declaration is an important step to show our effort to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010.  We strongly invite you all to sign it and become partner to the Countdown 2010 network.”

___

I hope that the participants to the Meeting will find that it is really necessary and useful for biodiversity conservation in Vietnam and I wish the Meeting success.

I wish you, Prof. Niekisch, distinguished delegates and representatives good health, happiness and an enjoyable time in Vietnam.

Thank you for your attention.
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