Croatia: Additional information
The value of Park Maksimir’s biodiversity to the City of Zagreb and its inhabitants is enormous. Below are a few examples to demonstrate the importance and productivity of this urban ecosystem.
Value of its forest 

· Protection of soil, roads and other structures from erosion by water and wind, torrents and floods

· Water purification by percolation through forest cover and recharge of underground flows and springs with portable water

· Beneficial influence on the microclimate (for example, regulation of extreme temperatures)

· Purification of polluted air

· Provision of space for leisure, recreation and education

· Preservation of the genetic pool of forest tree varieties 

· Mitigation of the greenhouse effect by sequestering carbon dioxide and enrichment of atmosphere with oxygen

Other benefits
A high density of common frogs as well as bats influences the number of mosquitoes in the forest and the city since both species eat insects and larvae. Furthermore, Maksimir's bees and bumblebees are pollinators for the surrounding orchards and the park itself – where lots of oak trees grow: Forestry engineers collect acorns from the oaks in order to plant oaks in other regions of Croatia.
Park Maksimir’s ecosystem also reduces and balances the populations of pests: Damage due to plant-feeding insects and mites are prevented, since sufficient predatory and parasitic organisms keep the pests limited to tolerable levels. There are numerous beneficial predators in Maksimir: ladybugs, lacewings, various ground beatles. In this respect, we should not forget about the dense population of birds in the Park. They reduce the population of pests, too.

There is another value the Park offers to Zagreb’s inhabitants: Although there is no commercial governing of the forest, the trees that are cut for various reasons (age, potentially dangerous trees) are sold favorably to the people who live in the area. Last but not least there is also a lake in the Park where people are allowed to fish. And they do it with success! 

